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Peace is the fruit of justice 

The group in support of the Nicaraguan people (*), together with various civil society organisations 
and critical religious movements, request adherence to this letter, with the aim of conveying to the 
bodies of the international community our demand for the unconditional release of political 
prisoners in Nicaragua, as well as respect for the human rights of the entire population. 

 

Explanatory Memorandum 

Deeply dismayed by the intensification of the authoritarian and despotic drift that the Nicaraguan 
government has taken following the proclamation of Ortega on 10 January 2022, after re-electing 
himself in an electoral farce on 7 November last with a very high level of electoral abstention, amid 
national and international demands for his illegitimacy, and especially concerned about the political 
prisoners, we highlight the following: 

 First of all, the cruelty and torture, which are part of the policy to which more than 170 political 
prisoners are being subjected, of which more than 35 are under solitary confinement in the 
Chipote prisons.  In this regime, retired general Hugo Torres, a former Sandinista guerrilla 
fighter and hero in the struggle against the Somoza dictatorship, died in police custody last 
February. Following Torres' death, the regime was forced to transfer seven chronically ill elderly 
political prisoners to house arrest, but more than 15 other chronically ill political prisoners 
remain in jail. 
 

 Opposition leaders who were emerging as possible candidates in the last elections were taken 
prisoner. Currently, at the beginning of June, several of them will serve a year in prison in El 
Chipote. The first visit was authorised on 31 August 2021, after Amnesty International 
published its report on the Disappeared Detainees in Nicaragua, as their families had not 
known where they were for more than 80 days. Four political prisoners, Dora María Téllez, 
Tamara Dávila, Ana Margarita Vijil and Suyén Barahona, have been held in solitary confinement 
cells. Other prisoners are held in shared cells, but in solitary confinement. None have access to 
reading, not even a Bible or a pen and paper. They also have no guarantee of receiving food 
sent to them by their families, and have suffered weight losses ranging from 20 to 60 pounds 
with serious damage to their physical and mental health. 

 
 Political prisoners have suffered defencelessness in the face of rigged trials that violate the 

most basic human rights standards. The rigged trials, with a lack of evidence to support the 
sentences to which those deprived of their liberty are subjected, speak of a legal system geared 
towards defending power, with no respect for the Constitution and the rule of law.  

 
 The sentences not only affect those deprived of their liberty, but also their families, many of 

whom have had to flee the country to protect their lives, thus continuing the mass exodus that 
since 2018 has led thousands of people into exile in Costa Rica, Spain, Panama and the USA. 
Exile and forced emigration affects the entire population, the most skilled and valuable people 
have left the country, especially young people. 
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 The rights to freedom of expression, assembly, organisation and work are being violated. More 
than 200 NGOs have been stripped of their legal status, and the regime closely monitors all 
money coming into the country from aid organisations. Employees of these organisations have 
been put out of work, increasing poverty levels to over 60%, and new laws enacted by the 
National Assembly are designed to exert a great deal of control, especially over independent 
journalism. They have closed and nationalised news centres such as "100% Noticias", a channel 
close to Sandinismo, whose director, Miguel Mora, is in prison for aspiring to be the opposition 
candidate in the last elections. Several radio stations have gone off the air due to repression.  
 

 The same repression has been directed against the Catholic Church, now accused of being a 
coup leader. Several priests have been forced to flee abroad and the auxiliary bishop of 
Managua was asked by the Pope to save his life: "I don't want one more martyr in Central 
America", said Francis. In March, the apostolic nuncio, Archbishop Waldemar Sommertag, was 
expelled. 

 
 International and diplomatic relations are also being seriously affected. The Colombian 

ambassador was declared persona non grata, and the Spanish ambassador was prevented from 
returning to the country. The representative of the International Red Cross, who was never 
allowed to enter the Chipote prison, was also expelled.  Among other more recent events is the 
assault on the offices of the Organisation of American States in Managua, which has enormous 
political symbolism as it contravenes the Vienna Convention and represents a continental 
challenge. But this is not an isolated event; it is part of the escalation of provocations that 
worsened after the electoral farce and the international disavowal of Ortega's re-election by 
more than 50 countries.  

 
 The Ortega-Murillo regime is not a government willing to dialogue, but rather a status quo 

police state, without democratic freedoms, in which they are trying to impose a family dynasty 
at the cost of the growing deterioration of the economy. These facts show that the Ortega 
regime and his wife and vice-president Murillo continue to reject a peaceful and democratic 
solution by rejecting the proposals made for an electoral reform that would have guaranteed 
the conditions for free elections.  

Those of us who support this letter are radically against the neo-colonial impositions being made by 
the empire in different parts of the planet. This is always condemnable and reprehensible. But this 
condemnation in no way justifies or legitimises the fact that, under this pretext, other national and 
domestic tyrannies are imposed on the people. 

The dilemma facing Nicaragua today in the face of the radicalisation of the regime is to submit or 
resist.  The decision to put limits and brakes on the tyranny in order to gradually recover freedoms 
entails enormous risks, but above all it requires the coordination of the population in resistance 
with the support of the international community.  

Petitions 

Therefore, from this position we ask, we demand, we demand the freedom of political prisoners, 
the recovery of the freedoms of mobilisation, organisation, expression and the end of the police 
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state, in short, respect for the human rights of the Nicaraguan population. This is the only way to 
improve the political conditions to achieve, in the medium term, the suspension of the police state, 
the return of justice and, as a result, peace.  

 

(*) The support group for the Nicaraguan people is promoted by a group of civil society 
organisations, Grassroots Religious Movements, Catholic Justice and Peace Commissions, 
Evangelical Church Leaders, Christian Magazines and individual personalities. The preparation of 
this letter and action of solidarity has been undertaken by a group of people whose names and 
positions are listed below: 

- Evaristo Villar, theologian, coordinator of the magazine Exodus, spokesperson for Redes 
Cristianas. 

- José Ramón G Parada, sociologist, director of the magazine Esbozos. 
- José Manuel Vidal, journalist, director of Religión Digital 
- Pepa Torres, philologist, theologian and member of the intercultural community of Lavapies 
- Alfredo Abad, representing the Protestant and Evangelical Church of Spain. 
- Luis PerníaIbáñez, representing the Andalusian Association for Solidarity ASPA 
- Amparo Madrigal, activist from various civil society organisations and popular Christian 

communities in Valencia. 

Other people whose names cannot be published for security reasons also participated. 

The list of organisations that have supported this letter is very large and growing every day:  

1. Corriente Somos Iglesia 

2. Observatorio de derechos humanos Samba Martiné 

3. Centro Evangelio y Liberación 

4. Éxodo Revista crítica de pensamiento y difusión socio cultural, político y 

religioso 

5. Delegación Acción VeraPaz Madrid 

6. Asociación Acción VeraPaz (Centro) 

a. DELEGACIONES de ACCIÓN VERAPAZ CENTRO: Delegación de 

Asturias, Delegación de Salamanca, Delegación de Madrid, 

Delegación de Valladolid, Delegación de Vigo, Delegación de 

Sevilla) 

7. Acción Verapaz Euskadi 

8. Acción Verapaz Cantabria 
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9. Acción Verapaz República Dominicana 

10. Comisión diocesana de Justicia y Paz, Madrid 

11. Donescreients 

12. Asociación de Mujeres Antigona 

13. Asociación Dones Baladre 

14. Asociación andaluza por la solidaridad y la paz (ASPA) 

15. Universidad Rural Paulo Freire 

16. Soberxnos (en el Frente de todos) 

17. Religión Digital 

18. Cristianas y Cristianos de Base Madrid 

19. ALANDAR 

20. Federacio dones progressistes 

21. Casa de la Dona València 

22. Escola de pensament feminista Amelia Valcárcel 

23. Dones Morades- Mujeres Moradas 

24. Nicaragüenses en el Mundo NEEM 

25. Red de ONGD de Madrid 

26. CCP Zaragoza. Siete comunidades. 

27. Grup de Suport al Colectivo de mujeres de Matagalpa 

28. Madres de abril A MA 

29. Accion en Red Madrid 

30. UPN 

31. Tamalá África 

32. Companyia de Teatre Espontani La Foguera 

33. AIPHyC Asociación Intercultural de Profesionales del Hogra y de los Cuidados 

34. CareNet 
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35. Mujeres y Teología de Sevilla 

36. Fundación Hugo Zárate para el desarrollo del Movimiento Ciudadano 

37. Descubriendo Espacios 

38. Grupo de danza Colombia tierra 

39. Dones de Xirivella en Accio 

40. ACAT (Acción de los Cristianos para la Abolición de la Tortura) 

41. Malika Tamazight 

42. Asociación Claver 

43. Comunidad Kedate 

44. Dragones de Lavapiés 

45. Postory 

46. Vangarda Obreira, comunidad cristiana 

47. Espazo de Encontro de Crentes Galegxs 

48. Corporación de Educación e Incidencia Pública Otros Cruces 

49. Congregación Apostólicas del Corazón de Jesús 

50. Misioneras de la Doctrina Cristiana 

51. Tras las Huellas de Sophía 

52. CVX España 

53. HOLA VECINAS 

54. Movimiento 19 de abril Catarina 

55. Centro Socio Cultural Victoria Díez de Hornachuelos 

56. Red interlavapies 

57. Comunidad interlavapies 

58. Coordinadora Universitaria por la Democracia y la Justicia 

59. Colectivo Agar, espacio de investigación y encuentro desde la diversidad 

60. Enrutat 
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61. Comunidad de vida cristiana 

62. BAB colectivo 

63. Asamblea Feminista 8M Lavapiés 

64. La Comala, SCM 

65. Colectiva mujeres Refugiadas Exiliadas y Migradas migrantes 

66. Comite Oscar Romero,Sicsal Argentina 

67. Espazo de Encontro de Crentes Galeg@s 

68. Articulación de Movimientos Sociale y Organizaciones de Soci 

69. Articulación de Movimientos Sociales Nicaragua 

70. Asociación Por Ti Mujer 

71. Asociación Amanecer Solidario ASOL 

72. Comunidades Cristianas Populares de Valencia 

73. Attac País Valencià 

74. Asociación La Tetera. Espai per a dones. 

75. Marxa Mundial de Dones València 

76. Comisión diocesana de Justicia y Paz, Madrid 

77. SOS Nicaragua-Italia 

78. BOLETÍN ECOLOGICO 

79. ASOCIACIÓN PRESBITERAS CATÓLICA ROMANAS ARCWP 

80. Colectivo Feminista Las Malcriadas 

81. Feministas por la Dignidad 

82. Organización de Victimas de Abril 

83. Feministas autoconvocadas Barcelona 

84. Theatre sans frontieres 

85. Movimiento Soy Pico Rojo 

86. Comisión General Justicia y Paz 
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87. Comité Oscar Romero de Barcelona y Terrassa 

 


